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From the Chair
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Victorian Deer Control Community Network
was held online over the weekend. We now have a new committee in place for
2021/22. I would like to thank all those who put in the hard work on the interim
committee that led to the formation and growth of the network and warmly
welcome the new committee. 
 
The new committee is a combination of original committee members and new
faces, which is very healthy. I would also thank those for having confidence in
me continuing as the Chair for 2021/22. 
 
I am excited about working with the new committee - we have lots of ideas for
what's expected to be a productive year. 
 
Best Regards, 
Johannes Wenzel  
Chair VDCCN

2021-2022 Committee

Name                                             Association (but not representing) 
Johannes Wenzel  (Chair)             Cardinia Deer Management Coalition Inc
Tracey Wood                                 Jumping Creek Catchment Landcare Group 
John Anderson                               Landowner 
Karen Moroney                              Mitta Valley Landcare Group 
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Matt Stephenson                           East Gippsland Landcare Network  
Tom Crook                                     East Gippsland Conservation Mgt. Network 
Mike Hall                                       Cardinia Deer Management Coalition Inc 
Artur Muchow                                Middle Yarra Landcare Network 
Phil Ingamells                                Victorian National Parks Association 
Lyn Coulston                                 Upper Murray Landcare Network 
 

 
Cardinia Creek Catchment aerial deer survey
 
The Cardinia Creek Deer Management Coalition arranged a thermal aerial
survey of feral deer in the Cardinia Creek Catchment. The survey was
undertaken 3-4 July 2021. The Cardinia Reservoir, one of Melbourne's
important water supply storages, is within the survey area.  
 
Deer were detected in high numbers during the survey and the density of deer
in the catchment was very high, with an average of 15 deer per square
kilometre. Deer were observed in almost every area of suitable habitat within
the catchment.  
 
The impact of high deer numbers on the catchment is expected to be
substantial and where deer activity is concentrated around water sources there
may be concern about degradation of water quality. 
 
The report suggests an intensive control program is required to bring this deer
population under control and to reduce their impacts on the catchment. This
survey provides a strong baseline against which to measure the impact of
future control programs on deer populations in the Cardinia Creek catchment. 
 
For a copy of the report contact Johannes Wenzel:   
johanneswenzel45@gmail.com 
 

Victorian deer control plans
 
The Victorian Deer Control Strategy provides

AGM Minutes
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statewide policy and strategy for the control of
feral deer across Victoria. 
 
The strategy establishes a statewide Deer
Advisory Committee and for detailed deer control
plans to be developed for three areas: Melbourne
peri-urban area, Eastern Victoria and Western
Victoria.

The drafting of the peri-urban plan is underway. This important work is
progressing with input from our members at both the peri-urban and statewide
advisory committee level. 
 
We look forward to seeing this plan completed later in the year as it provides a
template for getting on with the Eastern and Western Victoria deer control
plans. 
 
Having a good strategy based on strong biosecurity principles in place is very
important to ensure sound investment of scarce funds for long term and
effective feral deer control.  
 

Census of recreational deer
hunting harvest 
 
The Game Management Authority has prepared
a report on estimates of the total harvest of deer
by hunters licenced in Victoria during the 2020
hunting season. The report found that in 2020
hunters harvested approximately 69,900 deer -
60% less than in 2019. Much of the reduction in
deer harvest can be attributed to bushfires and
COVID-19 lockdowns. 

Never-the-less, hunter harvests of 0.5 deer per hunter per hunting day is
consistent with previous years. On average, active deer hunters harvested an

Victorian Deer Control Strategy
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estimated 5 deer over 10 days hunting. 
 

 
Culling of deer from Melbourne's water catchments
 
Melbourne Water recently announced an intention to recommence deer culling
in some of Melbourne’s water storage catchments over the next few months.
What is significant in this round is that the organisation has signalled its intent
of eradicating deer in some of the fenced off areas. 
 
This is a step up from previous culling programs. The two catchments singled
out for eradication are the Cardinia and Silvan reservoirs.  
 
Whether Melbourne Water is successful or not, the importance of this change
of strategy from an aspirational “control/manage” to a goal oriented “eradicate”
signals a strong intent, which will hopefully be picked up by other government
and quasi-government agencies. 
 
We wish Melbourne Water good luck in its efforts, strongly support the new
strategy and hope this change in mindset can be extended to more storage and
catchment areas as well as to other agencies in the future. 
 

Report: Protecting Victoria's
Biodiversity
 
The Victorian Auditor-General's Office (VAGO)
has just released its investigation into how well
the state’s biodiversity is managed and protected.
The report is rather critical of the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning's
performance in this regard. It found that, among a
range of issues, the department cannot
demonstrate if, or how well, it is halting further
decline in Victoria's threatened species
populations.

GMA Report on 2020 hunting

https://www.gma.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/606700/Victorian-deer-harvest-Estimates-2019.pdf


It found the data used to model and identify cost-effective protection actions is
old, likely outdated, and has some critical gaps. This raises questions about the
reliability of the modelled outputs and the decisions they support. 
 
The report includes feral deer as a case study. It states that deer pose a
significant risk to biodiversity by reducing and destroying native vegetation and
competing with native wildlife for food sources. It also found that in Victoria,
1080 flora and fauna species would benefit from better management of feral
deer. This is a good example of how landscape-based threat management can
help many species.   
 

Trapping feral deer
 
Trapping is one of the tools in the toolbox for
controlling feral deer. It is being trialled in several
locations across Australia but is probably more
suitable for smaller herding species such as
fallow deer.

NSW’s North Coast Local Land Services began testing a new trapping
technique in Port Macquarie after similar methods proved successful on the
state's south coast. Other trapping trials are taking place in South Australia and
in the Snowy Mountains. 
 
We will hear more about deer trapping but until then you can read about the
NSW trial on the ABC website.

 
Deer sighted again in inner Melbourne 
 
Out for a stroll in Melbourne's leafy suburbs and you see this: a large sambar
deer swimming across the Yarra River near Bolin Bolin Billabong, a stone's
throw from busy Bulleen Road, just north of the Eastern Freeway. This follows

Download report

ABC report
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an incident earlier this year of a sambar deer strolling the streets of North
Fitzroy. 
 
As well as causing serious damage to bushland, there's the very real threat
these large animals pose to motorists. The presence of these massive animals,
which can weigh hundreds of kilograms, close to major roads, points to the
need to eradicate them in peri-urban areas, where they are increasingly being
sighted.

 
Parks Victoria recommencing feral deer control
Parks Victoria, and in joint managed parks the Gunaikurnai Land and Waters
Aboriginal Corporation, will continue coordinated deer and feral animal control
programs in fire-affected areas across Eastern Victoria from September 2021 to
June 2022. 
 
A coordinated approach, using a variety of control methods, is being taken to
help fire-affected wildlife and habitats recover and to prevent further damage by
deer, feral pigs, goats and foxes.   
A combination of aerial and ground shooting will be used to target deer, pigs,
goats and foxes, and baiting will be used to target pigs in the Snowy River
corridor. 
 
The program will be implemented in many parks and reserves in Eastern
Victoria.

Towards a feral free future

There are six different species of deer roaming
across Australia and their populations are
growing both in regional and urban areas. They
are an emerging problem for some, but for many
the problem is already here.

Watch the video

Parks Victoria deer control program
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The Centre for Invasive Species Solutions has produced a podcast where we
hear from Australia’s National Deer Management Coordinator, Dr Annelise
Wiebkin, who has the job of priming communities to take action against feral
deer.

We also hear from Ted Rowley, a Jindabyne farmer heavily impacted by feral
deer but fighting back slowly and surely.

The final speaker is Dr Tony Pople, a scientist with Biosecurity Queensland who
is leading Australia’s national deer research collaboration in developing
solutions to managing feral deer that can be implemented on farm and within
the environment.

I hope you have enjoyed this VDCCN news update. For further information
about the network and to join online click on the button below. We now have
over 120 members and growing. 
 

Peter Jacobs. 
VDCCN Executive Officer, and 
Victorian Deer Project Officer. Invasive Species
Council. 
peterj@invasives.org.au 
0487 295198 
 

The Invasive Species Council helped form the Victorian Deer Control
Community Network and is providing executive officer support as well as

website resources for the new community-driven initiative. 
 

If you would like to receive email updates from the council simply subscribe to
their ebulletin the Feral Herald.

Podcast: Oh deer! We have a problem here

VDCCN webpage
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